COMMUNIST PIGS

AN ANIMAL HISTORY OF EAST GERMANY'S RISE AND FALL

Germany, acquired a reputation as one of the most polluted and

environmentally destructive countries in the world. And in the
wake of the GDR’s collapse in 1989, observers were quick to draw a
line from this horrific environmental record to the despotic nature of the
regime, the “backwards” planned economy, or the “rotten” ideology of
socialism. In his new book, Communist Pigs, historian Thomas
Fleischman contends that these explanations are insufficient by re-
examining the country’s rise and fall through the lens of one animal,
the pig. Fleischman argues that agriculture under communism came to
reflect standard practices of capitalist agriculture everywhere, and over
time, it allowed the GDR to become entangled in global markets for
cheap meat, credit, and energy. His analysis sheds light on the causes
of the country’s environmental and political collapse in 1989, and offers
a warning about the high cost of cheap food in the present and future.
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